
What Business Link does!
in (rural) Essexin (rural) Essex



Business Link East “The Place to Go”

C i t d f E R l P t hiCovering today: for Essex Rural Partnership

Where, Who, How & What!

What is Rural? (is Essex?)

RecessionRecession 
Specifically in Essex (partnership work)

Some good news

Keith Hughes- Partnership Director
Business Link East



Where is Business Link East?Where is Business Link East?

Six counties

13 centres

3 in Essex





F  St tFor Start-ups.

A a enessAwareness

Skills & viability

1:1 supportpp







In Essex in 2008 -09?

Business Established People Start UpBusiness 
base

Established
>1 year old

People 
starting

Start Up 
< 1year

64000 21149 5568 1171



What is “Rural” 1 ?What is Rural  1 ?



What is “Rural” 2 ?What is Rural  2 ?
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Slide courtesy Matthew Bullock

East of England: regional clusters of excellence



Is Essex “Rural” ?
• Population : 1.6million • Largest business sector

Property & Business Services (27%)

• 72% of Essex is rural

• 7 districts classified as ‘rural

• 2625 (3.6%) Agri-Business

7 districts classified as rural 

• Almost 50% of parishes 
have no shop

• Smallest Business base: 
HARLOW

00 (10 %)
a e o s op

• Largest coastline in the 
country

• 7700 (10.4%) Retail

• 4065 (5.5%) Hotels & 
C i

y
Catering



What is “Rural” 3 ?What is Rural  3 ?



Recession

M i  70% i  i  ll

Recession 

Massive 70% increase in calls
– Funding, grants, government loan schemes 

Help to grow their business research– Help to grow their business - research
– Help to save their business 
– Starting a businessSta t g a bus ess

•Free health check
•Anonymous helpline 0845 3 13 45 10•Anonymous helpline 0845 3 13 45 10
•Services briefings / workshops free
•Special guide(s)
•Specific events



Partnering practical examples in EssexPartnering practical examples in Essex
Jobcentre  Start-up Links

Local Area Agreement Adult Community Learning
lead on Business Registration rate (NI 171) “Woosh” project developed around 

p

p j p

the E2V LtdLibrary Services
Start up workshops & simple referral flow chart Essex Business PartnershipStart up workshops  & simple referral flow chart Essex Business Partnership

70 businesses, attended their most recent briefing 

2012 Olympic Legacy Team
Banking on Essexseries of business events Banking on Essex

in the access portal

Harlow Involved from bid to delivery 
in their Entrepreneurship initiativeBraintree Business Summit in their Entrepreneurship initiative

Tendring Business Summit
Epping Multi partner “ Support with-out Boundaries”

Basildon Business Support Clinics &



Business Briefings/Workshops
www.bookevents.org

Come along to learn a little more or meet an adviser



Just in time?Just in time?

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Your guide to business advice and 

support available to publicans in thesupport available to publicans in the 
East of England

FREE Business Health 
Check, 

FREE Business Workshops 

Vouchers worth up to £500 
to buy ?




